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The following pages demonstrate how you can plan your career in Computing and start to study at the level best suited to your present ability. Progression is guaranteed through this ladder of programmes and accredited British qualifications in IT and Computer Studies from Certificate level through Diploma, Advanced Diploma, BSc, Postgraduate Diploma and finally MSc are awarded on successful completion of each level. Students can step onto the ladder at the level which best suits their ability and can study online at their own pace, anywhere, anytime, at a fraction of the cost of attending the same full-time programmes in the UK.



To qualify with a BSc (Hons) in Computing you can convert a non-IT qualification at Diploma level and if accepted to join, you will be required to complete 4 on-line bridging units first, before entering the final year of the Portsmouth BSc (Hons) programme. This conversion route is known as PIP. 
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This six month certificate level course offered by the National Computing Centre (NCC) is aimed at those looking for a foundation course in Information Technology. The course has been written with no required prerequisites. It is suitable for anyone from a school leaver to a mature adult looking for a career change. Candidates are introduced to a broad range of topics relating to the use of Information Technology in business. 



The objectives of the course are to develop well-trained people with effective, practical business oriented IT skills, capable of making a real contribution in the workplace. Upon successful completion of this course, students are eligible to progress to the NCC International Diploma in Computer Studies (IDCS). The course establishes an international standard of high quality training, recognised and valued around the world. 



ICCS Course Structure and Duration



The ICCS Certificate programme consists of five (5) compulsory modules. Each module is mutually exclusive therefore students can start at any time on the published study schedule. Modules are delivered over approximately seven (7) weeks so candidates working on one module at a time can complete the entire Certificate programme within 12 months. If they work on two modules concurrently, the study time can be reduced. 

All the modules are essentially studied through a combination of: - 

Virtual Classroom (Online discussion, Chat, Private email) 

Course Materials (textbooks and on-line study material) 

Modules are studied through the virtual learning environment web site. Students are required to have an Internet account to access the World Wide Web for instructions, which will provide the detailed step-by-step approach in a virtual learning environment.



The ICCS Syllabus



Fundamental Concepts of Computers – aims to give candidates a broad but secure foundation in the fundamental concepts of computing so that they will be able to make effective and knowledgeable judgments about the use of standard computer systems in business.

English for Business Communication – will teach candidates how to use and adapt standard business English to suit the specific needs of the fields of computing and information technology. Also to bridge a candidate's level of English language to a standard where they would have the ability to cope with the level required on the International Diploma In Computer Studies.

PC Competence – to promote and encourage computer literacy and to ensure an understanding of best practices and the advantage of using a personal computer.

Basic Maths for Computing – will give candidates an understanding of the mathematical concepts underlying many computer-related processes and developments, and to encourage them to understand how to apply mathematical skills to common problems.

Introduction to Programming & Databases – to give candidates an understanding of the fundamental concepts of computer programming and the use of databases. Candidates should also gain skills in the use of structured programme design techniques, and be able to create and use simple databases.



For detailed syllabus information please visit our site      www.NCCedu.org



Some basic information about the course administration: 

Once you have been accepted and registered, you will be sent a study guide with specific information about your course together with personal Log-in and User ID passwords which are activated 24-48 hours after they are issued to you. With these passwords you will then have access to the study material through the Internet. 

Times are published on the cyber classroom for live on-line chat sessions with the course tutor / facilitator and fellow students. There are at least 3 chat sessions for each module, each session being approximately 90 minutes. Participation is not compulsory but highly recommended. If you miss one, you can catch up by reading the chat log, which can be viewed at any time. 

The study material for each module is available through the eCampus web site for approximately six weeks from the start date published in the study schedule. 

For each module you should expect to spend an average of 15 hours on-line during which you can download the study material and participate in the live discussions. You can study the material off-line at your own pace and at times which are convenient to you. In addition to the time on-line, you should expect to spend around 20 to 40 hours per module offline working through the study material and exercises. The Study hours will depend on your background.

If textbooks are being used for particular modules, they will be sent to you by courier.

Flexibility: 

It is possible to complete the ICCS within 12 months however you are permitted a maximum of 3 years from the date of your initial registration onto the programme. It is recommended that you review the study schedule, which identifies when each module will run during the following 12 to 18 month period. By considering the schedule it is possible to select the timing of modules to suit your particular circumstances and thereby plan to complete the programme at your own pace. You can then request your preferred study schedule when you register to join the programme. 

Study Schedule: 

The study schedule is regularly updated to identify when each module will run during the next 12 to 18 months. Visit our site for the current study schedule   www.NCCedu.org

Assessment: 

Assessment is by practical assignments, coursework and examinations. Each of the 5 modules in this course will be assessed using full supporting guidelines and marking schemes provided by NCC Education. All modules will be subject to moderation by NCC Education, UK. 

Examinations: 

ICCS course examinations are held four (4) times per year during the months of March, June, September and December at approved designated locations. These are usually at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorised examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs (US$30 to 100 per examination) will be the responsibility of each student. 

Exam Entry Cards are sent to each student through the website and your exam timetable will identify the time and place for each paper. For verification purposes, you will be required to bring the exam entry card and some form of identification such as your CPR card (Ikama) Driving Licence or Passport. 

You have a number of chances to pass each examination. If you fail an exam the first time, this will be classed as a "referral" which means that you are required to re-sit the exam during the next exam session and pay an examination fee. A further failure at this stage then places you in the category of "reunit" which requires you to repeat the entire module after paying the course fees and examination fee for the module again.

You can apply to defer an examination for valid medical or compassionate reasons by sending your request on an on-line deferment form. A fee may be charged if you defer an examination.

Results are released 8 weeks after the last exam paper. They are posted confidentially on the programme website which you can access through you password.



A professional PC Competence Certificate will be awarded to students after passing the PC Competence module and an International Certificate in Computer Studies, along with a record of achievement will be awarded when all 5 modules have been successfully completed.



ICCS Entry Requirement : 



Candidates must be over 16 years of age with a reasonable understanding of English. 

How to join the programme : 

Download the application form from our web site www.NCCedu.org This form is available in both Word 2000 and Word 95 versions.

Complete the form and send it by email together with your CV and certificates as attachments to mcgbah@batelco.com.bh. �Scan your certificates in JPEG or GIF format. If you cannot do this, send them by fax to 00973 – 17-213101. Please note that NO fee is required until you are advised that you have been accepted to join the programme. 

Your application will be assessed and you will be advised by email of the result. (This may take up to 30 days to process.) 

If you are accepted and choose to join the programme, you may be asked to re-confirm your preferred start date and the units / modules you wish to study. 

The registration process can take up to one month therefore you will be asked to make your payment of the full fee (or first instalment) at least one month before your preferred programme start date.

MCG will register you and send the form for you to sign and forward.

You will receive an email from the course provider confirming your Student ID.

On completion of the registration process your Log-in and User ID password will be released giving you on-line access to the course and full access to the relevant sections of the eCampus.

The course study guide and material will be available to you on-line. Text books, if applicable, will be sent to you by courier. You may then start the programme. 

ICCS Course Fees :

One Full Payment:�US$910 which includes a non-refundable Application Processing Fee of US$100 for the Awarding Body.��Or���Instalment Payment:�US$998 comprising 2 monthly instalments of US$514 and US$484 This includes a non-refundable Application Processing Fee of US$100 for the Awarding Body. 

The first instalment is to be made on registration, and the second by the 1st day the following month. If instalments are not made on time, the course provider will deny you access to the programme by de-activating your User ID and Password. To re-activate your ID a charge is made.��The fee is all inclusive of: �Registration ���Course textbooks, as necessary, sent to you by courier ���eCampus student study guide manual ���Full access to the relevant areas of eCampus web site ���Access to study material through the Internet ���Tutor support ���One examination-sitting for each course module at an Authorised Centre.���Assessment of coursework ���Issue of Diploma on successful completion of all modules ��Please Note : The fee includes one examination-sitting for each course module at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorized examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs will be the responsibility of each student. Costs vary with locations but are estimated to be in the region of US$30 to 100 per examination. To check if there is a current authorized examination centre near you, please email --here-- 

Additional costs may be incurred if you re-sit exams, re-sit modules, defer modules or default on instalment payments. 



NCC - IDCS International Diploma in Computer Studies - (Revision 5)



The IDCS is a recognised stand-alone diploma qualification in information technology offered by the National Computing Centre (NCC) but it is also the first step onto NCC Education's International Advanced Diploma. It is also considered equivalent to the first year of the University of Portsmouth online BSc (Hons) Degree in Computing.

The syllabus has been completely reviewed with flexibility in mind. The course is not only suitable for school leavers but is also an ideal qualification for mature professionals of all ages who may be returning to study. 

This diploma gives students the opportunity to ‘pick and mix’ subjects, allowing them the freedom to explore those topics which will be of most benefit in developing their career in IT. 

The IDCS Diploma is an entry course level for the International Advanced Diploma in Computer Studies (IAD). The International Diploma in Computer Studies is also recognised by other selected international Universities for Degree course credit exemptions. 

IDCS Course Structure 

The IDCS Diploma programme consists of four (4) compulsory modules and four (4) elective modules. Each Elective Module has corresponding Project work which students must complete. Modules are mutually exclusive with equal weighting therefore students can start at any time on the published study schedule. Each module is delivered over approximately seven (7) weeks therefore candidates working on one module at a time can expect to complete the course in less than 18 months. If they work on the maximum of two modules concurrently, the study time can be reduced. 

The aim of the electives is to give candidates the freedom to study topics of particular interest which will also be of benefit to them in their developing career. If a candidate selects and passes a minimum of two (2) modules from the same elective topic heading, the Diploma will be endorsed "Majoring in Topic". It is possible for candidates to major in more than one topic. When a candidate selects and passes one elective from each topic, the standard IDCS Diploma will be awarded. 

 

For example, Diploma Parchment issued: International Diploma in Computer Studies Majoring in Computer Programming. 

All the modules are essentially studied through a combination of: - 

Virtual Classroom (Online discussion, Chat, Private email) 

Course Materials (textbooks and on-line study material) 

Modules are studied through the virtual learning environment web site. Students are required to have an Internet account to access the World Wide Web for instructions, which will provide the detailed step-by-step approach in a virtual learning environment.



The IDCS Syllabus:



4 Compulsory Modules-



Computer Technology  - To give candidates a detailed and secured foundation in the various computer technologies that they must master in order to function effectively in a technical role.

Systems Development – To give candidates knowledge of the methods, disciplines, techniques and skills used by IT systems development teams so that they have a thorough appreciation of how such teams operate, and the implications for the business users and customers of IT systems.

Business Organisation – To give candidates an understanding of the various types of organisations, the principal functional areas within organisations, the information needs of organisations and the needs of employees in the workplace.

Business Communication – To equip candidates with the necessary skills to communicate effectively with both IT practitioner and users of information systems and to understand the broader information needs of organisations.

4 Elective Modules 

 

From a range of Elective Streams including Computer Programming, Computer Technical Support, Internet & Multi-Media, E-Commerce & General



Structured Programming Methods – This module focuses on the development of transferable ideas and skills. It aims to give students a thorough grounding in the key concepts, techniques and methods that have emerged over time. The skills and understanding developed in this elective should be sufficiently broad for students to be able to adapt to different software production situations with confidence and minimal adjustment to their understanding of the process.

Java – This syllabus has been developed with the aim of enabling students to understand the core principles of JAVA and to produce well-designed, effective applications using some of the more advanced features of the language.

Visual Basic 6 – This module provides students with a firm foundation and knowledge of the Visual Basic 6 programming environment based upon good programming techniques and practical exercises.

A+ (PC Support Technician) – The syllabus aims to provide the student with a thorough understanding of the technical and practical skills involved in PC technical support and is divided into hardware and software support. It is based on the CompTIA (computing Technology Industry Association) A+ syllabus.

Networking – The syllabus aims to provide students with the technical skill requirements for basic network operation. Topics will cover the basic concepts and technologies of transmission and communication; discuss the international standards used within the network environment, the physical design of 5 major networking topologies and compare common network protocols and networking hardware. Students will discuss the OST reference model and the stages and tools used in the network design process.

Developing a Web Site – This module is intended to complement the e-commerce module. The syllabus is designed to enable candidates to design and build a relatively complex web site based on sound design and business principles. This module concentrates on the technical skills that are needed to create and manage a web site.

Multimedia – This module is aimed at exploring the techniques involved in the design of effective multimedia interactive systems. Emphasis is placed on understanding the concepts of multimedia and its application.

E-Commerce – The syllabus of this module is intended to provide the candidate with a thorough understanding of the major issues associated with the development of e-commerce solutions and applications particularly in relation to both the business and commercial considerations and the technical requirements.

Computerised Accounting – The aim of this module is to give the student an understanding of computer-based accounting systems. The module will not only cover the practical use of accounts in an information system, but will also give the student an insight into the basic accounting procedures and the need for financial control, and ensure that students appreciate the basic requirements of a computerized accounting program.





For detailed syllabus information please visit our site      www.NCCedu.org







Some basic information about the course administration: 

Once you have been accepted and registered, you will be sent a study guide with specific information about your course together with personal Log-in and User ID passwords which are activated 24-48 hours after they are issued to you. With these passwords you will then have access to the study material through the Internet. 

Times are published on the cyber classroom for live on-line chat sessions with the course tutor / facilitator and fellow students. There are at least 3 chat sessions for each module, each session being approximately 90 minutes. Participation is not compulsory but highly recommended. If you miss one, you can catch up by reading the chat log which can be viewed at any time. 

The study material for each module is available through the eCampus web site for approximately six weeks from the start date published in the study schedule. 

For each module you should expect to spend an average of 15 hours on-line during which you can download the study material and participate in the live discussions. You can study the material off-line at your own pace and at times which are convenient to you. In addition to the time on-line, you should expect to spend around 20 to 40 hours per module offline working through the study material and exercises. The Study hours will depend on your background.

If textbooks are being used for particular modules, they will be sent to you by courier. 

Flexibility and Duration: 

It is possible to complete the IDCS within 12 months however you are permitted a maximum of 3 years from the date of your initial registration onto the programme. It is recommended that you review the study schedule, which identifies when each module will run during the following 12 to 18 month period. By considering the schedule it is possible to select the timing of modules to suit your particular circumstances and thereby plan to complete the programme at your own pace. You can then request your preferred study schedule when you register to join the programme. 

Study Schedule: 

The study schedule is regularly updated to identify when each module will run during the next 12 to 18 months. Visit our site for the current study schedule   www.nccedu.org

Assessment: 

Assessment is by practical assignments, coursework and examinations. Each of the 8 modules in this course will be assessed using full supporting guidelines and marking schemes provided by NCC Education. All modules will be subject to moderation by NCC Education, UK.



IDCS Assessment Weightings 





�Compulsory Modules (4) �Elective Modules (4) �Project ��Coursework �15% �75% �100% ��Examination �85% �25% ����100% �100% �100% ��% of Final Mark �4 x 10% = 40% �4 x 10% = 40% �20% ��Examinations 



IDCS course examinations are held four (4) times per year during the months of March, June, September and December at approved designated locations. These are usually at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorised examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs (US$30 to 100 per examination) will be the responsibility of each student. 

Exam Entry Cards are sent to each student through the website and your exam timetable will identify the time and place for each paper. For verification purposes, you will be required to bring the exam entry card and some form of identification such as your CPR card (Ikama) Driving Licence or Passport. 

You have a number of chances to pass each examination. If you fail an exam the first time, this will be classed as a "referral" which means that you are required to re-sit the exam during the next exam session and pay an examination fee. A further failure at this stage then places you in the category of "reunit" which requires you to repeat the entire module after paying the course fees and examination fee for the module again. If you fail the project this will be classed as a "reunit" and you will be required to pay the module fee again and possibly select a different topic.

You can apply to defer an examination for valid medical or compassionate reasons by sending your request on an on-line deferment form. A fee may be charged if you defer an examination.

Results are released 8 weeks after the last exam paper. They are posted confidentially on the programme website which you can access through your password.



IDCS Entry Requirements :



A minimum of 4 GCSE O Level passes with credit, including English or the NCC International Certificate in Computer Studies (ICCS) 



How to join the programme : 



Download the application form from our web site www.NCCedu.org This form is available in both Word 2000 and Word 95 versions.

Complete the form and send it by email together with your CV and certificates as attachments to mcgbah@batelco.com.bh. �Scan your certificates in JPEG or GIF format. If you cannot do this, send them by fax to 00973 – 17-213101. Please note that NO fee is required until you are advised that you have been accepted to join the programme. 

Your application will be assessed and you will be advised by email of the result. (This may take up to 30 days to process.) 

If you are accepted and choose to join the programme, you may be asked to re-confirm your preferred start date and the units / modules you wish to study. 

The registration process can take up to one month therefore you will be asked to make your payment of the full fee (or first instalment) at least one month before your preferred programme start date.

MCG will register you and send the form for you to sign and forward.

You will receive an email from the course provider confirming your Student ID.

On completion of the registration process your Log-in and User ID password will be released giving you on-line access to the course and full access to the relevant sections of the eCampus.

The course study guide and material will be available to you on-line. Text books, if applicable, will be sent to you by courier. You may then start the programme. 

IDCS Course Fees :



One Full Payment�US$2,030 which includes a non-refundable Application Processing Fee of US$100 for the Awarding Body.��Or���Instalment Payments: �US$2,230 comprising a first instalment payment of US$470 and 8 monthly instalments of US$220 This includes a non-refundable Application Processing Fee of US$100 for the Awarding Body. 

The first instalment is to be made on registration, and the remainder on the 1st day of each of the next 8 months. If instalments are not made on time, the course provider will deny you access to the programme by de-activating your User ID and Password. To re-activate your User ID a charge may be made.��The fee is all inclusive of: �Registration ���Course textbooks, as necessary, sent to you by courier ���eCampus student study guide manual ���Full access to the relevant areas of eCampus web site ���Access to study material through the Internet ���Tutor support ���One examination-sitting for each course module at an Authorised Centre.���Assessment of coursework ���Issue of Diploma on successful completion of all modules ��Please Note : The fee includes one examination-sitting for each course module at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorized examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs will be the responsibility of each student. Costs vary with locations but are estimated to be in the region of US$30 to 100 per examination. To check if there is a current authorized examination centre near you, please email --here-- 

Additional costs may be incurred if you re-sit exams, re-sit modules, defer modules or default on instalment payments. 





�NCC - International Advanced Diploma in Computer Studies (IADCS)

Version 2



The International Advanced Diploma in Computer Studies (IADCS) Version 2 offered by the National Computing Centre (NCC) is a one-year course, which prepares students for careers in systems analysis and design, systems development, technical training and support. 

It builds on the International Diploma in Computer Studies (IDCS), emphasising the use of computing in a business context. 

The IADCS is an intermediate level academic programme, considered equivalent to a British Higher National Diploma (HND) or the second year of the University of Portsmouth online BSc (Hons) Degree in Computing. It is for people who wish to enhance their basic knowledge of computer studies and is recognised by selected international Universities for Degree course credit exemptions.

Advanced Diploma Holders who wish to further their studies are eligible to apply for entry onto the final year of the on-line Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing, from the British based University of Portsmouth. 



IADCS Course Structure 



The updated IADCS Advanced Diploma programme is a fully modular course requiring completion of eight modules (4 compulsory modules and 4 elective modules) and a practical project. Electives are grouped into three topic streams allowing candidates to specialise in their chosen area. Each module is mutually exclusive therefore students can start at any time on the published study schedule. Modules are delivered over approximately six (6) weeks and the project, which normally runs over six months, may be started before the last module is completed. Candidates working on one module at a time can therefore expect to complete the course in around 18 months. If they work on two modules concurrently, the study time can be reduced.



All the modules are essentially studied through a combination of: - 

Virtual Classroom Virtual Classroom (Online discussion, Chart, Private email)

Course Materials (textbooks and on-line study material) 

Modules are studied through the virtual learning environment web site. Students are required to have an Internet account to access the World Wide Web for instructions, which will provide the detailed step-by-step approach in a virtual learning environment.



The IADCS Syllabus 



4 Compulsory Modules -	

Business Systems Analysis – To provide students with the technical, inter-personal and administrative skills required by systems analysts.



Business Systems Design – To provide students with the technical, interpersonal and management skills required by systems designers. Students will be able to select and use appropriate systems design techniques and tools, introduce controls to ensure availability, integrity and privacy of systems, and plan the implementation of systems.



Enterprise Networking – To provide students with an understanding of the basic functions and characteristics of the telecommunications networks used by businesses for transporting information.



Database Design and Development – To introduce students to modern database technology and the development of database systems. It focuses on the practicalities of using database systems in the ongoing development of information systems.



4 Elective Modules :



From a range of Topic Streams including Advanced Programming, Internet Systems and Business Management. 



C + + Programming - This module will give students' extensive coverage of the three basic programming structures and variable declaration and types

Advanced Java - The purpose of this module is to prepare students for the real world Java.

Advanced Visual Basic - The purpose of this module is to give students in-depth knowledge of advanced programming design in Visual BASIC.

Internet & Intranet Security - The purpose of this module is to give students with the knowledge to manage internet infrastructures.

Internet Systems Administration - This module will provide students with the skills required to avoid security breaches. Students will be able to develop strategies for secure systems.

Business Management - This module covers general management. It includes the major market mechanisms that have impact on business change and development, and how organizations response in terms of their structure, strategy and operations. Students will develop their management techniques and competencies.

Managing Business Projects - The purpose of this module is to familiarize the student with the principles of project management and control, and to examine the impact of people on projects. Particular attention will be paid to information technology projects, such as systems development and implementation.



1 Practical Project: Demonstrating implementation of the skills gained. The project will provide students with practical experience in the planning, analysis, design, documentation and when possible, development, testing, implementation and project management of a computer-based system. Students will be able to play a significant role in a systems development project. 



Where a candidate selects and passes two or more modules from the same Topic then the advanced diploma will be endorsed “Majoring in Topic” It is possible for candidates to major in more than one topic.



For detailed syllabus information please visit our site      www.NCCedu.org





Some basic information about the course administration: 

Once you have been accepted and registered, you will be sent a study guide with specific information about your course together with personal Log-in and User ID passwords which are activated 24-48 hours after they are issued to you. With these passwords you will then have access to the study material through the Internet. 

Times are published on the cyber classroom for live on-line chat sessions with the course tutor / facilitator and fellow students. There are at least 3 chat sessions for each module, each session being approximately 90 minutes. Participation is not compulsory but highly recommended. If you miss one, you can catch up by reading the chat log which can be viewed at any time. 

The study material for each module is available through the eCampus web site for approximately six weeks from the start date published in the study schedule. 

For each module you should expect to spend an average of 15 hours on-line during which you can download the study material and participate in the live discussions. You can study the material off-line at your own pace and at times which are convenient to you. In addition to the time on-line, you should expect to spend around 20 to 40 hours per module offline working through the study material and exercises. The Study hours will depend on your background.

If textbooks are being used for particular modules, they will be sent to you by courier.



Flexibility and Duration: 

It is possible to complete the IADCS within 12 months however you are permitted a maximum of 3 years from the date of your initial registration onto the programme. It is recommended that you review the study schedule, which identifies when each module will run during the following 12 to 18 month period. By considering the schedule it is possible to select the timing of modules to suit your particular circumstances and thereby plan to complete the programme at your own pace. You can then request your preferred study schedule when you register to join the programme. 

Study Schedule: 

The study schedule is regularly updated to identify when each module will run during the next 12 to 18 months. Visit our site for the current study schedule   www.NCCedu.org

Assessment: 

Assessment is by practical assignments, coursework and examinations. Each of the modules in this course will be assessed using full supporting guidelines and marking schemes provided by NCC Education. All modules will be subject to moderation by NCC Education, UK. 



IADCS Assessment Weightings 



�Compulsory modules (4)�Elective modules (4)�Project��Assignments�15% �75%�100%��Examination �85% �25%����100% �100%�100%��% of Final Mark �4 x 10% = 40% �4 x 10% = 40%�20%��

Examinations: 

IADCS course examinations are held four (4) times per year during the months of March, June, September and December at approved designated locations. These are usually at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorised examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs (US$30 to 100 per examination) will be the responsibility of each student. 

Exam Entry Cards are sent to each student through the website and your exam timetable will identify the time and place for each paper. For verification purposes, you will be required to bring the exam entry card and some form of identification such as your CPR card (Ikama) Driving Licence or Passport. 

You have a number of chances to pass each examination. If you fail an exam the first time, this will be classed as a "referral" which means that you are required to re-sit the exam during the next exam session and pay an examination fee. A further failure at this stage then places you in the category of "reunit" which requires you to repeat the entire module after paying the course fees and examination fee for the module again. If you fail the project this will be classed as a "reunit" and you will be required to pay the module fee again and possibly select a different topic.

You can apply to defer an examination for valid medical or compassionate reasons by sending your request on an on-line deferment form. A fee may be charged if you defer an examination.

Results are released 8 weeks after the last exam paper. They are posted confidentially on the programme website which you can access through your password.

IADCS Entry Requirements 



The NCC International Diploma in Computer Studies (IDCS) or equivalent. 

BTEC National Diploma in Computer Studies

IMIS Diploma in Computer Studies



How to join the programme: 

Download the application form from our web site www.NCCedu.org This form is available in both Word 2000 and Word 95 versions.

Complete the form and send it by email together with your CV and certificates as attachments to mcgbah@batelco.com.bh. �Scan your certificates in JPEG or GIF format. If you cannot do this, send them by fax to 00973 – 17-213101. Please note that NO fee is required until you are advised that you have been accepted to join the programme. 

Your application will be assessed and you will be advised by email of the result. (This may take up to 30 days to process.) 

If you are accepted and choose to join the programme, you may be asked to re-confirm your preferred start date and the units / modules you wish to study. 

The registration process can take up to one month therefore you will be asked to make your payment of the full fee (or first instalment) at least one month before your preferred programme start date.

MCG will register you and send the form for you to sign and forward.

You will receive an email from the course provider confirming your Student ID.

On completion of the registration process your Log-in and User ID password will be released giving you on-line access to the course and full access to the relevant sections of the eCampus.

The course study guide and material will be available to you on-line. Text books, if applicable, will be sent to you by courier. You may then start the programme. 





IADCS Course Fees 



One Full Payment�US$2,330 which includes a non-refundable Application Processing Fee of US$100 for the Awarding Body.��Or���Instalment Payments�US$2,560 comprising a first instalment payment of US$536 and 8 monthly instalments of US$253. This includes a non-refundable Application Processing Fee of US$100 for the Awarding Body. The first instalment is to be made on registration, and the remainder on the 1st day of each of the next 8 months. If instalments are not made on time, the course provider will deny you access to the programme by de-activating your User ID and Password. To re-activate your User ID a charge may be made.�����The fee is all inclusive of: �Registration ���Course textbooks, as necessary, sent to you by courier ���eCampus student study guide manual ���Full access to the relevant areas of eCampus web site ���Access to study material through the Internet ���Tutor support ���One examination-sitting for each course module at an Authorised Centre.���Assessment of coursework ���Issue of Diploma on successful completion of all modules ��Please Note : The fee includes one examination-sitting for each course module at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorized examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs will be the responsibility of each student. Costs vary with locations but are estimated to be in the region of US$30 to 100 per examination. To check if there is a current authorized examination centre near you, please email --here-- 

Additional costs may be incurred if you re-sit exams, re-sit modules, defer modules or default on instalment payments. 



PIP – Professional Integration Programme leading to BSc (Hons) in Computing from the University of Portsmouth, UK



This is an intensive bridging course with 4 compulsory modules, designed for dynamic individuals who hold a diploma in a discipline other than IT and who are aiming for fast conversion onto the final year of the on-line BSc (Hons) in Computing from the University of Portsmouth (BCOL). Applicants will be considered from a wide range of non-IT Diploma or Advanced Diploma qualifications such as Business Studies, Engineering, Marketing, Finance, Tourism, Laboratory Management, Optometry, Nursing or Mass Communication etc. 



Students can register for up to 3 modules at a time and can therefore accomplish the 4 bridging modules in as little as 6-8 months but they must be completed within 12 months. On successful completion of the 4 bridging modules, students are enrolled directly onto the final year of the on-line BSc (Hons) in Computing from the University of Portsmouth (BCOL). 

This is a fully online integrated programme, delivered through the internet. The mode of learning involves self study and interaction between facilitators and students. All the modules are essentially taught through a combination of - 

Virtual Classroom (Online discussion, Chat, Private E-mail) 

Course Material (textbooks) sent to you by courier 

Supplementary Reading Material 

Case Studies 

Course Structure :

Students must first complete the following 4 Compulsory Modules. These are mutually exclusive and can therefore be studied in any order. 

C2001 Systems Analysis and Design 

This module provides an in-depth study of the various analysis techniques to build a computer based information system. Practical techniques and appropriate documentation of system analysis will be taught. It emphasizes the importance of human aspects of information systems. This module also involves an examination of the process of system design. It introduces students to several important tools, techniques used and a practical approach to designing a system.

C2002 Software Engineering 

This module aims to build a broad based foundation of the software aspects of computing environments. It also provides an understanding of software engineering approaches. 

Principles of software engineering 

Software life cycle 

Formal methods 

Software Quality Assurance Techniques 

C2005 Object Oriented Programming in Java 

This module is design to give student an understanding of object oriented programming. It will show student an advance way at looking at programming and how with the introduction of objects programming is cut down tremendously. The main area of emphasis is introduction to the basic concepts, introduction to objects and classes, inheritance and polymorphism. 

C2020 Computer Architecture and Data Communication 

This unit gives an overview of computer hardware data communication and networking technology. It attempts to inculcate in students the ability to demonstrate an understanding of computer architecture and data communication. 

Characteristics and performance of contemporary computer equipment 

Principles and implementation of instruction codes 

Representation of storage and transmission data 

Concepts of data communication, networking and their applications 

On successful completion of these 4 bridging modules, students will move directly onto the final year of the on-line BSc (Hons) in Computing from the University of Portsmouth (BCOL) and will be required to achieve a further 120 credit hours. For details of the BSc programme please go to the relevant section.



Study Schedule: 

The study schedule is regularly updated to identify when each module will run during the next 12 to 18 months. Visit our site for the current study schedule   www.NCCedu.org

By reviewing the schedule it is possible to select the timing of modules to suit your particular circumstances and thereby plan to complete the programme at your own pace. 



Assessment : 



Each module will be assessed by an assignment contributing 30% to the overall mark and a written examination contributing 70% to the overall mark. 



Examinations : 

As with the BSc programme, PIP examinations are held three (3) times per year during the months of April, August and December at approved designated locations. These are usually at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorised examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs (US$30 to 100 per examination) will be the responsibility of each student. 

Exam Entry Cards are sent to each student through the website and your exam timetable will identify the time and place for each paper. For verification purposes, you will be required to bring the exam entry card and some form of identification, such as your CPR (Ikama), Driving Licence, Passport, ID etc for all your examinations. 

On successful completion of the 4 PIP bridging modules, students will move directly onto the final year of the on-line BSc (Hons) in Computing from the University of Portsmouth (BCOL). 



Entry Requirements:



Applicants for the course will be considered from potential students holding a wide range of Diploma or Advanced Diploma level qualifications including prior experience where appropriate. A student's level of ability at the start of the course is more important than specific subject knowledge.  If you are not sure whether your current qualifications will be acceptable, contact MCG for advice. Email us with a copy of your detailed CV (Resume) on cv@nccedu.org



Some basic information about the course administration: 



Once you have been accepted and registered, you will be sent a study guide with specific information about your course together with personal Log-in and User ID passwords which are activated 24-48 hours after they are issued to you. With these passwords you will then have access to the study material and the virtual University eCampus through the Internet. 



Times are published on the cyber classroom for live on-line chat sessions with the course tutor / facilitator and fellow students. There are at least 3 chat sessions for each module, each session being approximately 90 minutes. Participation is not compulsory but highly recommended. If you miss one, you can catch up by reading the chat log which can be viewed at any time. 



The study material for each module is available through the eCampus web site for approximately six weeks from the start date published in the study schedule. 



For each module you should expect to spend an average of 25 hours on-line during which you can download the study material and participate in the live discussions. You can study the material off-line at your own pace and at times which are convenient to you. In addition to the time on-line, you should expect to spend around 20 to 40 hours per module offline working through the study material and exercises. The Study hours will depend on your background.



If textbooks are being used for particular modules, they will be sent to you by courier.



How to join the programme: 

Download the application form from our web site www.NCCedu.org This form is available in both Word 2000 and Word 95 versions.

Complete the form and send it by email together with your CV and certificates as attachments to mcgbah@batelco.com.bh. �Scan your certificates in JPEG or GIF format. If you cannot do this, send them by fax to 00973 – 17-213101. Please note that NO fee is required until you are advised that you have been accepted to join the programme. 

Your application will be assessed and you will be advised by email of the result. (This may take up to 30 days to process.) 

If you are accepted and choose to join the programme, you may be asked to re-confirm your preferred start date and the units / modules you wish to study. 

The registration process can take up to one month therefore you will be asked to make your payment of the full fee (or first instalment) at least one month before your preferred programme start date.

MCG will register you and send the form for you to sign and forward.

You will receive an email from the course provider confirming your Student ID.

On completion of the registration process your Log-in and User ID password will be released giving you on-line access to the course and full access to the relevant sections of the eCampus.

The course study guide and material will be available to you on-line. Text books, if applicable, will be sent to you by courier. You may then start the programme. 



PIP Course Fee, which includes the fee for the final year of the BSc in Computing from the University of Portsmouth (BCOL) 



One Full Payment: �US$5,530.��Or���Instalment Payments:�US$6,080. A First Payment of US$2,330 with 15 subsequent monthly payments of US$250. 

The first instalment is to be made on registration, and the remainder on the 1st day of each of the next 8 months. If instalments are not made on time, the course provider will deny you access to the programme by de-activating your User ID and Password. To re-activate your User ID a charge may be made.����Please note that the above fee covers the 4 PIP bridging modules and the BSc (Hons) in Computing�����Refunds are only possible if you withdraw in writing 7 days before the commencement of the course. A processing fee of US$100 is chargeable for all refunds.�����The fee is all inclusive of: �Registration ���Course textbooks, as necessary, sent to you by courier ���eCampus student study guide manual ���Full access to the relevant areas of eCampus web site ���Access to study material through the Internet ���Tutor support ���One examination-sitting for each course module at an Authorised Centre.���Assessment of coursework ���Issue of Diploma on successful completion of all modules ��Please Note : The fee includes one examination-sitting for each course module at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorized examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs will be the responsibility of each student. Costs vary with locations but are estimated to be in the region of US$30 to 100 per examination. To check if there is a current authorized examination centre near you, please email --here-- 

Additional costs may be incurred if you re-sit exams, re-sit modules, defer modules or default on instalment payments. 



Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Computing (BCOL)

University of Portsmouth - UK

(Direct Entry onto Final Year of Study)



This on-line programme builds onto your current qualifications to enable you to convert a Diploma or Advanced Diploma into a prestigious British Bachelors Degree. It is a collaborative programme between the University of Portsmouth and the National Computing Centre (NCC), the final Certificate being awarded by the University of Portsmouth. The degree parchment is identical to that awarded to a graduate who has studied full time on-campus at the University. 



The University of Portsmouth has a record of 125 years in higher education. Since its foundation in 1869, the institution has grown considerably, linking with other educational establishments to build its reputation as a centre of academic excellence. Since the award of the first degree, over 100 years ago, the University of Portsmouth has maintained its commitment to promoting excellence in teaching and research across a wide range of disciplines. 



Entry onto the final year of this BSc (Hons) in Computing (BCOL) can be achieved from different starting points. If your background is in IT and you already hold the equivalent of an Advanced Diploma in Computer Studies (see BCOL (Final Year) Entry Requirements below) you may be eligible to enter the programme directly onto the final year of study. 



If you already hold a Diploma or Advanced Diploma in a non-IT subject and wish to join the programme to graduate with a Degree in Computing, you may be able to do so through a bridging course known as the Professional Integration Programme or PIP. This programme provides you with computing and programming knowledge, which then permits you to continue onto the final year of study on the BSc (Hons) in Computing (BCOL) from the University of Portsmouth. For details please go to the section on PIP.



If you are not sure whether you currently hold the relevant qualification for entry onto this BSc (Hons) programme, please contact MCG for advice. Email us with a copy of your detailed CV (Resume) at cv@nccedu.org



The BCOL and PIP courses are therefore aimed at students wishing to supplement their existing qualifications to qualify with an Honours Degree in Computing, the content of which is ideal for students interested in systems development. The degree is delivered and administered via the Cybercampus, Web-based learning environment, enabling students to study from any location and at their own pace. 



This final year is a 1-year fully online programme, delivered through the Cybercampus of Internet Virtual Learning University. This mode of learning involves interaction between facilitators (lecturers) and students via the specially created Cyber Campus. All the modules are essentially studied through a combination of: -



Virtual Classroom (Online discussion, Chat, Private email)

Course Materials (textbooks) sent to you by courier

Supplementary Reading Materials

Case Studies

In addition to the course material and textbooks, modules are studied through the virtual learning environment web site. Students are required to have an Internet account to access the World Wide Web for instructions, which will provide the detailed step-by-step approach in a virtual learning environment.

A qualified facilitator (lecturer) will be assigned for each module including the project. Interaction with students will be achieved via online chat, discussion room and private email.

The virtual classrooms will provide students with a lecture schedule to be followed for the duration of the course. Classroom discussions and assignments will be posted for students to interact with.

All study materials for the different modules will be supplied to students. Study materials will be used as the main source of learning and the facilitator will make references to it during the learning process. This will be supported by supplementary reading materials and / or links to other sources of information for further research. It is recommended that students log onto the programme for one hour per day while their registered module is running. 

BCOL Course Structure and Syllabus:

The BSc (Hons) (BCOL) Degree programme consists of mutually exclusive modules therefore students can start at any time on the published study schedule. Modules are delivered over approximately seven (7) weeks and students are permitted to register for a maximum of two modules at a time. It is therefore possible for candidates to complete the entire programme within 1 year however a maximum of 3 years is permitted. 

To graduate, students must achieve a total of 120 credit hours. Students must complete the two core subjects of 20 credit hours each – Systems Development and a Project. The remaining 80 credit hours are then made up from the elective modules.



UOP Induction Course

The course has been designed to assist you at the start of your course by introducing you to how the course will run, what you can expect from your course providers (administrative staff, technical staff and your tutors) and what we will expect from you academically and administratively. It will also look at the concept of studying at undergraduate level and how to maintain this level whilst learning online. ��Target audience: Newly registered students�Duration: One week, preferably before course commencement�Frequency: Only need to do once but compulsory�Facilitation: By UOP faculty�Assessment: None �Textbook: None





IS352 – Systems Development: Compulsory Core Module (20 Credit hours) – Introduction to Advanced System Development Methodologies, Information Engineering, Soft System methodologies, Object-Oriented methodologies. Appreciation of the various analysis and design techniques, Comparative studies of the different methodologies.



PJ330– Practical Project (20 Credit hours) – A choice of implementing IT solutions or research, on contemporary subjects of relevance to the industry. The emphasis is on documentation of the learning experience provided by an independent probing of a pre-defined problem / subject area.



Electives:



IT350 – Distributed Networks (20 Credit hours) – Data communication theory, Client server architecture, ISO/OSI model, Distributed information systems and Distributed database, LAN,WAN,VAN.



IT353 – Information Management (20 Credit hours) – Evolution of Information Systems Management, Strategic role of Information System in business, IS planning approaches, Management issues in IS management function, Outsourcing, Centralization and decentralization of IS, IS security issues and Risk Handling.



IT354 – Database Design and Management (20 Credit hours) – Database models, implementation of models, relational databases, Database performance measurement and tuning, Expert and Object Oriented database, Database Management.



IT355 – Object-Oriented Programming and Design (10 Credit hours) – The objective of this module is to provide an appreciation of the importance of quality in software quality assurance, to introduce concepts and techniques in object-oriented design and to allow students to be able to implement an application using object-oriented programming language.



IT356 – Human Computer Interaction (10 Credit hours) – The study of people, computer technology, and interaction between them. This module also examines various methods used in HCI to design, implement and evaluate systems applications of HCI concepts and HCI related issues and future perspectives. It will also be using Visual Basic as a tool for interactive system designs. 



IT357 – E-Commerce (20 Credit hours) – Concept of Electronic Commerce (EC) and its implications in the business environment, Applications of EC, Popular EC models including the specifications of an EC environment in terms of the infrastructure requirements as well as other resources, appreciation of an EC interface tool, issues involved in the setting up and use of an EC environment from the business and client perspectives.



IT 359 - Human Computer Interaction Design **



Human Computer Interaction is a multi-disciplinary unit concerned with the design, implementationi and evaluation of the interface between human users and computer systems, and the major phenomena which influence these elements, including human psychological elements (theories of cognitive processes and empirical analysis of human behaviour), engineering (production of interactive products) and some of the socio-technical phenomena (e.g. computer supported co-operative work and the corresponding organisational considerations). 



** The above is subjected to further modification by the University.



NB: With effect from Term 3 2003 (December 2003) onwards, the module - IT354 Database Design & Management of UOP BSc in Computing will have an OPEN BOOK Examination.�All students who are registered for IT354 in December 2003 will be affected.



From August 2003 onwards, all students will be required to complete the Project module to qualify for the degree. Project guidelines will be provided and you will be assigned a moderator or supervisor who will discuss options with you.



For detailed syllabus information please visit our site http://www.nccedu.org



Some basic information about the course administration: 



Once you have been accepted and registered, you will be sent a study guide with specific information about your course together with personal Log-in and User ID passwords which are activated 24-48 hours after they are issued to you. With these passwords you will then have access to the study material and the virtual University eCampus through the Internet. 



Times are published on the cyber classroom for live on-line chat sessions with the course tutor / facilitator and fellow students. There are at least 3 chat sessions for each module, each session being approximately 90 minutes. Participation is not compulsory but highly recommended. If you miss one, you can catch up by reading the chat log which can be viewed at any time. 



The study material for each module is available through the eCampus web site for approximately six weeks from the start date published in the study schedule. 



For each module you should expect to spend an average of 25 hours on-line during which you can download the study material and participate in the live discussions. You can study the material off-line at your own pace and at times which are convenient to you. In addition to the time on-line, you should expect to spend around 20 to 40 hours per module offline working through the study material and exercises. The Study hours will depend on your background.



If textbooks are being used for particular modules, they will be sent to you by courier.



Flexibility and Duration:



It is possible to complete the BCOL within 12 months however you are permitted a maximum of 3 years from the date of your initial registration onto the programme. It is recommended that you review the study schedule, which identifies when each module will run during the following 12 to 18 month period. By considering the schedule it is possible to select the timing of modules to suit your particular circumstances and thereby plan to complete the programme at your own pace. You can then request your preferred study schedule when you register to join the programme.



Study Schedule: 

The study schedule is regularly updated to identify when each module will run during the next 12 to 18 months. Visit our site for the current study schedule www.NCCedu.org

Assessment: 

Each module will be assessed by an assignment contributing 30% to the overall mark and a two-hour written examination contributing 70% to the overall mark. The project will be assessed on a 100% basis upon completion. 



To be considered for the award of a degree with honours, a candidate must achieve at least 120 credits overall. The Exam Board may, at its discretion and either before or subsequent to compensation and referral, offer the award of a Pass degree to a graduating candidate should the candidate achieve at least 80 credits overall. The graduating candidate may choose not to accept the award but to be referred or to repeat the assessment for a Degree with Honours.



Examinations: 



BCOL course examinations are held three (3) times per year during the months of April, August and December at approved designated locations. These are usually at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorised examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs (US$30 to 100 per examination) will be the responsibility of each student. 

Exam Entry Cards are sent to each student through the website and your exam timetable will identify the time and place for each paper. For verification purposes, you will be required to bring the exam entry card and some form of identification, such as your ID, CPR (Ikama), Driving Licence or Passport etc, for all your examinations.

You have a number of chances to pass each examination. In the event that you fail an exam the first time you may re-sit it on two further occasions. Examination fees will be incurred for each re-sit. After three attempts, you would be required to repeat the module and incur both module fee and examination fee. If you fail the project you will be required to pay the module fee again and possibly select a different topic.

You can apply to defer an examination for valid medical or compassionate reasons by sending your request on an on-line deferment form. A fee may be charged if you defer an examination for an invalid reason.



For detailed Assessment and Examination Regulations please visit our website www.NCCedu.org



BCOL (Final Year) Entry Requirements: 



Applicants for this course will be considered from potential students offering a wide range of qualifications including prior experience where appropriate. A student's level of ability at the start of the course is more important than specific subject knowledge. 

Applicants should already hold one of the following diploma level qualifications : 

NCC International Advanced Diploma in Computer Studies. (IADCS) 

British Computer Society (BCS) Part 1 by examination. 

Institute for the Management of Information System (IMIS ex IDPM) Higher Diploma. 

BTEC Higher National Diploma (HND) in Computer Studies. 

Other Diplomas/Advance Diplomas/Higher Diplomas from IT related fields such as NIIT, Informatics, APTECH etc, subject to acceptance by the University. Applicants will need to submit the course syllabus and detailed descriptions of the courses and subjects for the University to review on a case by case basis. 



If you do not hold any of these qualifications, you may still be permitted to join through the PIP bridging course. For details of the programme please go to the section on PIP. Accepted applicants have a maximum duration of three years to complete this final stage of the BSc (Hons). Within that time, the Project will run for a maximum duration of 6 months. 



How to join the programme : 

Download the application form from our web site www.NCCedu.org This form is available in both Word 2000 and Word 95 versions.

Complete the form and send it by email together with your CV and certificates as attachments to mcgbah@batelco.com.bh. �Scan your certificates in JPEG or GIF format. If you cannot do this, send them by fax to 00973 – 17-213101. Please note that NO fee is required until you are advised that you have been accepted to join the programme. 

Your application will be assessed and you will be advised by email of the result. (This may take up to 30 days to process.) 

If you are accepted and choose to join the programme, you may be asked to re-confirm your preferred start date and the units / modules you wish to study. 

The registration process can take up to one month therefore you will be asked to make your payment of the full fee (or first instalment) at least one month before your preferred programme start date.

MCG will register you and send the form for you to sign and forward.

You will receive an email from the course provider confirming your Student ID.

On completion of the registration process your Log-in and User ID password will be released giving you on-line access to the course and full access to the relevant sections of the eCampus.

The course study guide and material will be available to you on-line. Text books, if applicable, will be sent to you by courier. You may then start the programme. 



BCOL Course Fees



One Full Payment: �US$4,530.��Or���Instalment Payments :�US$4,980. A First Payment of US$1020 with 9 subsequent monthly payments of US$440. 





The first instalment is to be made on registration, and the remainder on the 1st day of each of the next 8 months. If instalments are not made on time, the course provider will deny you access to the programme by de-activating your User ID and Password. To re-activate your User ID a charge may be made.����Refunds are only possible if you withdraw in writing 7 days before the commencement of the course.

A processing fee of US$100 is chargeable for all refunds.�����The fee is all inclusive of: �Registration ���Course textbooks, as necessary, sent to you by courier ���eCampus student study guide manual ���Full access to the relevant areas of eCampus web site ���Access to study material through the Internet ���Tutor support ���One examination-sitting for each course module at an Authorised Centre.���Assessment of coursework ���Issue of Diploma on successful completion of all modules ��Please Note : The fee includes one examination-sitting for each course module at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorized examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs will be the responsibility of each student. Costs vary with locations but are estimated to be in the region of US$30 to 100 per examination. To check if there is a current authorized examination centre near you, please email --here-- 

Additional costs may be incurred if you re-sit exams, re-sit modules, defer modules or default on instalment payments. 



MSc in Strategic Business Information Technology by the University of Portsmouth, UK



Within the marketplace, there are many diverse vocational qualifications which are aimed at senior IT personnel, however these are usually biased towards a specific product, hardware, software or business need. The University of Portsmouth MSc in Strategic Business Information Technology is a qualification which merges practical or real world problems, with theoretical business models. 



It is not compulsory for applicants to hold a Bachelors Degree in Computing or IT. Experience in the IT sector can be credited as an alternative to a bachelor’s degree for entry requirement purposes.  



About the Programme :



This is a two-part programme, which prepares IT professionals and graduates for senior business roles. It provides students with relevant management skills and an understanding of the strategic issues associated with businesses operating in an IT environment.  It merges the real world of IT with valuable business training and the best examples of work practice.



As the MSc in Strategic Business Information Technology is studied in two stages, 2 major qualifications are awarded to successful candidates. Students must first pass the Postgraduate Diploma in Strategic Business Information Technology (PDSB), developed and offered online by the National Computing Centre (NCC) through the study portal. Successful candidates are then eligible to continue onto the module on Research Methodology and the Dissertation to graduate with the MSc awarded by the University of Portsmouth.



The programme, which can be completed in 12 to 18 months, provides a thorough knowledge of IT in business, strategy and management. There is a strong IT theme running throughout the course and an opportunity to build on existing technical competencies in networking, to an advanced level. The course focuses on the following main skill-sets: 



Academic skills at post-degree level 

Task management skills 

Business strategy skills 

Advanced technology skills 



This MSc is ideal for: 



Individuals who wish to build on their existing IT skills whilst being introduced to a range of business and management issues so as to equip them with relevant skills and knowledge to undertake responsibilities at senior management level. 



IT personnel who wish to enhance their career opportunities specifically in the areas of Management and Strategic Business Analysis. 



Programme Objectives : 



The learning outcome of the course is to equip candidates with the necessary abilities to analyze the complex and interacting issues of a real world domain, to identify and be capable of analysis of alternative approaches to addressing these issues, and to select the most appropriate approach on the basis of experience and disciplined thought. 



Programme Duration and Structure :



This programme can be completed in 12 to 18 months however students are permitted a maximum of 24 months from the date of registration. 



The online Postgraduate Diploma stage developed by NCC Education UK consists of 3 compulsory core modules and 1 module, which offer systems electives.  The 2 top-up online MSc modules are approved and overseen by the University of Portsmouth, UK. 



Code�Description	�Credits������PMSC001�IT - The next 5 Years / Principles of Enquiry�30��PMSC002�Task Management�30��PMSC003�Strategic Business Analysis�30��PMSC005 formerly 

PMSC004�Computer Networking and Management 



The options available include studying towards professional Microsoft, Novell or Cisco certification 

�30��MSC005�Research Methodology�15��MSC006�Dissertation�45��

Postgraduate Diploma modules can be completed in any order but must be�studied prior to progression onto the MSc top-up modules. Each Postgraduate Diploma stage online module is conducted over 6 weeks through A Learning Management Study Portal.  Students have an average of 6 months to complete their dissertation.



Postgraduate Stage Course Content:



PMSC001: IT - The next 5 Years/Principles of Enquiry

To explore the broader contexts in which IS operate and reflect on their implications within the IS design process. To identify both current and prospective externals events which cause uncertainty within the IS design process. To assess and reconcile "ethical" issues, such as failure consequence, professional codes of conduct and data accessibility. To introduce and apply the necessary academic, enquiry and study skills demanded by Postgraduate studies.



PMSC002: Task Management

To equip candidates with the knowledge and skills necessary to handle the uncertainty of task management, reflecting specially upon the features of information systems projects. To assess the impact of human behaviour and communication on task management and evaluate the approaches used to facilitate management activities, for example mentoring/coaching. 



PMSC003: Strategic Business Analysis

To explore the issues surrounding the application of IT to define and implement strategic objectives. To reflect upon the purpose of strategic analysis and strategic planning and the application of tools and techniques during this process. 



PMSC005 - Computer Networking and Management (formerly PMSC004) To equip the candidates with knowledge and skills in the underlying principles of networking with special focus on internetworking, while at the same time emphasizing internet protocols and network applications. 



Top-up Modules for MSc



RMNCC -Research Methodology ��This unit is written to promote an appreciation of the theory of Strategic Information Systems and an understanding of methods of research appropriate to issues or problems concerning such Information Systems.��Objectives 

On successful completion of this unit, students should be able to: - 

select and justify a research method appropriate to an issue or problem in the domain of Strategic Information Systems. 

use a software tool (e.g. MS Excel) to analyze statistical data. 

prepare a report, describing a problem or issue of a strategic nature in an organization or industry, and evaluate an appropriate method to research and analyze the problem. 

PJNCC - Dissertation��The dissertation exposes students to a significant project that needs management under real world constraints. It will promotes good project management and research skills, both in terms of dealing with a real world problem environment and the academic support required to underpin any proposed solution. It will Develop written reporting skills in a focused and supportive environment and provide opportunities to liaise and relate to external 'clients' in a commercial, industrial or academic environment.��The dissertation promotes the integration and enhancement of all the theoretical and practical skills developed during the preceding course units.��Objectives 

On successful completion of this unit, students should be able to: - 

analyze and solve a significant practical or theoretical problem arising out of the material in the current programme of studies. 

plan and manage a significant project over an extended period of time. 

evaluate research material effectively in the solution of the problem. 

produce a written academic report of the project activities. 

Supervision

Students will be allocated an experienced facilitator who has supervised  many projects and who understands the required standard and complexity  of the task. The University will try to match students with a supervisor who has knowledge and interest in the project topic even though they may not be expert in all aspects of the work. The supervisor’s role is to guide students through the project process and to help students if they experience any problems.





For detailed syllabus information please visit our site   http://www.nccedu.org





Study Schedule: 

The study schedule is regularly updated to identify when each module will run during the next 12 to 18 months. Visit our site for the current study schedule www.NCCedu.org



Coursework and Assessment:



The Postgraduate Diploma stage units are assessed through a combination of essays, online seminars and case studies. The MSc stage of the programme is assessed through coursework and the dissertation which is sent directly to the university.    Students are not required to travel to the UK to sit examinations.

Entry Requirements:



An IT bachelor's degree or equivalent, or 

A non-IT degree but with at least 3 years work experience in an IT environment together with some management or supervisory experience, or 

5 years work experience in an IT environment together with some management or supervisory experience, and 

TOEFL score of at least 550 or IELTS 6.5 (or their equivalent) for candidates whose first language is not English.



It is recognized that many experienced IT professionals who work within the industry do not have a degree. Therefore, where an IT professional can display a minimum of 5 years relevant work experience, and is able to show his / her suitability (sometimes via interview with the Course Coordinator), he / she may be accepted onto the programme. 



Prerequisite Skills:



As this is a postgraduate level course in IT, it is essential that all candidates have a strong knowledge of using IT. In addition candidates need to have an in depth knowledge of computer networking or, alternatively, study the Professional Systems Engineering module. 





Some basic information about the course administration: 



Once you have been accepted and registered, you will be sent a study guide with specific information about your course together with personal Log-in and User ID passwords which are activated 24-48 hours after they are issued to you. With these passwords you will then have access to the study material and the virtual University eCampus through the Internet. 



Times are published on the cyber classroom for live on-line chat sessions with the course tutor / facilitator and fellow students. There are at least 3 chat sessions for each module, each session being approximately 90 minutes. Participation is not compulsory but highly recommended. If you miss one, you can catch up by reading the chat log which can be viewed at any time. 



The study material for each module is available through the eCampus web site for approximately six weeks from the start date published in the study schedule. 



For each module you should expect to spend an average of 25 hours on-line during which you can download the study material and participate in the live discussions. You can study the material off-line at your own pace and at times which are convenient to you. In addition to the time on-line, you should expect to spend around 20 to 40 hours per module offline working through the study material and exercises. The Study hours will depend on your background.



If textbooks are being used for particular modules, they will be sent to you by courier.



How to join the programme: 

Download the application form from our web site www.NCCedu.org This form is available in both Word 2000 and Word 95 versions.

Complete the form and send it by email together with your CV and certificates as attachments to mcgbah@batelco.com.bh. �Scan your certificates in JPEG or GIF format. If you cannot do this, send them by fax to 00973 – 17-213101. Please note that NO fee is required until you are advised that you have been accepted to join the programme. 

Your application will be assessed and you will be advised by email of the result. (This may take up to 30 days to process.) 

If you are accepted and choose to join the programme, you may be asked to re-confirm your preferred start date and the units / modules you wish to study. 

The registration process can take up to one month therefore you will be asked to make your payment of the full fee (or first instalment) at least one month before your preferred programme start date.

MCG will register you and send the form for you to sign and forward.

You will receive an email from the course provider confirming your Student ID.

On completion of the registration process your Log-in and User ID password will be released giving you on-line access to the course and full access to the relevant sections of the eCampus.

The course study guide and material will be available to you on-line. Text books, if applicable, will be sent to you by courier. You may then start the programme. 

MSc Course Fees



One Full Payment:�US$ 6,630��Or���Instalment Payments:�US$ 7,290. A First Payment of $ 2,340 with 9 subsequent monthly payments of US$ 550. 



The first instalment is to be made on registration, and the remainder on the 1st day of each of the next 9 months. If instalments are not made on time, the course provider will deny you access to the programme by de-activating your User ID and Password. To re-activate your User ID a charge may be made.����Refunds are only possible if you withdraw in writing 7 days before the commencement of the course.

A processing fee of US$100 is chargeable for all refunds.�����The fee is all inclusive of: �Registration ���Course textbooks, as necessary, sent to you by courier ���eCampus student study guide manual ���Full access to the relevant areas of eCampus web site ���Access to study material through the Internet ���Tutor support ���One examination-sitting for each course module at an Authorised Centre.���Assessment of coursework ���Issue of Diploma on successful completion of all modules ��Please Note: The fee includes one examination-sitting for each course module at numerous authorised Centres. If you are not located near to an authorized examination centre, arrangements can be made through British Council Offices however the administration and invigilation costs will be the responsibility of each student. Costs vary with locations but are estimated to be in the region of US$30 to 100 per examination. To check if there is a current authorized examination centre near you, please email --here-- 

Additional costs may be incurred if you re-sit exams, re-sit modules, defer modules or default on instalment payments. 



About University of Portsmouth, UK 



University of Portsmouth has a record of 125 years of higher education. Since its foundation in 1869, the institution has grown considerably, linking up with other educational   establishments to build its reputation as a centre of academic excellence. Since the award of the first degree over 100 years ago, the University of Portsmouth has maintained its commitment to promoting excellence in teaching research and scholarship across a wide range of disciplines. 



About NCC  Education



NCC Education is one of the world's leading IT qualification-awarding bodies with numerous academic and professional education and training courses being offered internationally. 



Many employers seek people with NCC Education qualifications because they know that NCC trained staff can make effective and practical contributions to their company's success. Currently NCC Education has over 300 centres in over 30 countries and conducts over 150,000 test and examinations.
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